
42 SEEDS AND PLANTS IMPORTED.

45504. CASTANOSPEn)I(~)IALSTHALE Cunn. and Fraser. Fabacere.
Moreton Bay chestnut.

Fronl Dorninica, l~ritish vVest Indies. Seeds presented by -the Botanic
Garden through the curator, l\Il'. Josel)h Jones. I{eceived Novenlber 16.
1917.

The ]{oreton Bay chestnut is a large ornalllental legunlinous tree, native to
'Queensland and Ne\v South 'Vales, \vhere it is said to gro,v abundantly along
rivers. The large evergreen leaves and the racerlles of bright orange-yell(HV
fio,vers rnake an attractive picture in any subtropical garden. The pod, 8 to 9
inches long, bears four to five globular seeds larger than Italian chestnuts.
These seeds are roasted and eaten like chestnuts. (Adapted from Bailey,
Standard Cyclopedia Of IIorticulture, role 2, lJ. 688, and Gardeners' Ohronicle,
3d ser., 'r07:. 88, p. 2'1-1.)

45505 and 45506.
Froln Guaternala. Collected by l\Ir. 'Vilson Povelloe, .AgTicultul'al I~:x

plorer for the [)epartIllellt of .Agriculture. 11pcpived Novelnber 17, 1917.

45505. PERSEA AMERICANA lVlill. Lanracere. Avocado.
(P. gratissllna Gaertn. f.)

"(~'"Io.195. .Avocado No. 32. City of Gnateillala, GuntelHala. Xov~lnber

6, 1917.) ~4kbal. This is a variety noteworthy for earliness, and bud
'VOOtl has been includet} in the set l)rilnarily for this characteristic. It
is, ho,,'ever, of very good quality nnd has no visiblE: defects except a
lSOlne\vllat undesirable shape. Judging by its behavior in Guatelnala,
it should be the earliest variety in the collection, but it is not safe to
depend upon its retaining this characteristic in the Unitell States, since
slight local variations in soil or clilllate sOlnetilnes nffect the tilHe of
ripening very noticeably and its earliness nlay not be altogether an
inherent characteristic.

"The parent tree is gro\ving in the grounds of Enlogio I)narte, near
~\nlatitlan. ~"he location is kno"~ll ns Los I{nstrojos and· is about
2 rniles fronl the plaza of A.lna titlan, on the road \vhich leads past the
cenletery to\vard the hills. The altitude is approxiIllately 4,200 feet.
The tree is about 40 feet high, spreading but of COlnpact gro,vth, the
cro\vn being fairly dense. The trunk is about 20 inches thick at the bas(~.,

and it branches 10 feet frOln the ground. .A.ccording to the o\vner, the
tree is 6 years old, but to judge fronl its size it can not be less than 20.
It seelllS to h(~ vigorous and in good condition. The bud \vood \vhicll
it yields is fairly satisfactory, the gro\vths being \vell forlued though
not very stout, \vhile the eyes are vigorous :uHl do not drop quickly.

. "This is a rather \Varln region; hence, there is nothing to indicate
that the vari(~ty \vill he unus·ually hardy.

"The crop harveste(l in the fall of 1917 ,yas a good one. According
to the o\vner, it \vas 600 fruits, but it seerllS probable that it ,vas con
siderably 1l10l'e. The bearing habit of the tree gives prolllise of being
very satisfactory. The flo\vering season is in Novelnber and Decerllber,
and the fruit ripens frol11 the follo\ving .A..ugust to Novelnber. It is
fully ripe and in perfect condition for picking by the 111idtlle of October,
\vhereas the average variety of the SUlue region is not nlature until Jan
uary at the earliest.

" In t\VO characteristics this variety does not seenl to agree with the
Guatenullan race. It has a thin skin, and the seed coats do not adhere


